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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
d 

We ended Term 2 on a high note with a 
fabulous NAIDOC week full of activities that 
celebrate Aboriginal culture, language and 
history. The painting of the bibjools (geckos) 
was the highlight. This week, staff painted their geckos just 
like students did, to add to the whole school mural. We 
can’t wait for the Bibjool mural to be proudly assembled.   

We have progressed to a “living with COVID” model in WA 
and that means that mask wearing has moved from being 
mandated to personal responsibility. If you are a close 
contact – then you must wear a mask, do a daily RAT test 
and have no symptoms before coming to school. We 
continue to provide remote and online learning for those 
students with COVID so that teaching and learning can 
continue. Teachers prepared new work packages this 
week for those that are required to isolate with COVID.  
For everyone else, you should be making the most of the 
time that you are at school. Ensuring as close to 100% as 
possible for your attendance should always be your goal.  

Semester One reports were posted to connect in Week 10 
last term and we recently held a parent reporting 
afternoon. I was very impressed with the number of 
parent bookings, particularly on such a rainy afternoon.  I 
was also impressed with the quality of our semester 
reports and congratulate those students who do make the 
most of the opportunities afforded to them.  

This term we have the Athletics Carnival to look forward 
to as well as FUDGE night, RUOK Day, Country Week and 
various other activities. Last Wednesday I had the pleasure 
of attending the Lions Club Public Speaking Competition. 
Although we only had one speaker competing against half 
a dozen students from St Joseph’s, that one speaker did us 
absolutely proud and won the competition. He was 
confident, made great eye contact, had great presence 
and pace. Public speaking can be very daunting for many, 
and I applaud Matthew Larkman for his participation and 
success.  

This term we have commenced Teletherapy sessions for 
students who require support with speech and language. 
In Term 1 and 2 all Kindergarten, Pre-Primary and Year 1 

students were screened for hearing, speech and language 
via an amazing partnership that we have formed with 
Telethon Speech & Hearing. Through generous 
sponsorship from ALCOA and Perpetual this in-school 
model of delivery enables us to provide testing and 
intervention to our early childhood students.  

In Week 7 we have Year 10’s starting the second round of 
OLNA with a lot of preparation for OLNA occurring in class. 
I urge students to make the most of the opportunity to 
practise and prepare for this test. You must pass OLNA to 
achieve your WACE in Year 12 so preparing yourself to 
pass this test should be a priority. Already we have 45% of 
students who have passed all 3 tests. This is 3 times the 
rate of success of our Like Schools and demonstrates the 
strategies we have in place to support students to achieve 
their OLNA are having meaningful impact. Year 10s I wish 
you well in the formal OLNA testing.  

Finally, NAPLAN data will soon be released and I look 
forward to seeing what improvements we are making in 
literacy and numeracy and also what areas we must give 
greater attention to.  

You might have heard a recent Government announce-
ment that the teaching of phonics will become a mandated 
part of the early childhood curriculum. We already teach 
phonics at Waroona District High School and I am 
delighted to say that I was recently contacted by the 
Department of Education with regard to our excellent 
2021 NAPLAN results in Year 3. We were acknowledged as 
being one of the top 50 public schools in the state for 2021 
Year 3 NAPLAN.  I was asked to participate in a survey 
regarding our teaching of phonics. They wanted to know 
what programs and strategies we were using that 
contributed to this success. This is another example of the 
culture of excellence in teaching and learning that we are 
striving to create at Waroona DHS.  We are a wonderful 
school and I am incredibly proud of acknowledgements 
such as this.  

Ms Jacquie Abbiss 
PRINCIPAL 



 
 

TERM 3 DATES TO REMEMBER 
Primary Jumps & Throws Day – Tues 30th August 

Secondary Jumps & Throws Day – Wed 31st August 

Faction Athletics Carnival – Fri 2nd September 

FUDGE night – Fri 9th September 

Primary Interschool Athletics Carnival – Fri 16th 
September 

Country Week – Mon 19th September to Fri 23rd 
September 

Last day of Term - Fri 23rd September 

FROM THE DEPUTIES  

Kindy to Year 4 
Term 3 has begun with several new 
enrolments that have resulted in a change of 
classroom structures.  As of the start of Week 3, we have 
moved our middle and upper primary classes into straight 
grades by creating another class.  Mrs Slack (and Mrs 
Sutton on Friday’s) comes on board to lead the Year 5 Class 
in Room 29.  Mrs Perrot now has the Year 4 group in Room 
28, Miss Powell (and Mrs Snell on Friday’s) the Year 3 
students in Room 27 and Ms Handley has all the Year 6 
students in Room 21. 

In Week 2, students in Years 3-6 were treated to an 
incursion by Animal Ark Wildlife Organisation.  Students 
were able to see and handle many reptiles and 
amphibians.  This was an exciting experience for our 
students.  This incursion was generously supported by 
Alcoa Australia bringing the cost to students down by 
more than half. 

Congratulations to Matthew Larkham for being our 
inaugural competitor in the Rotary Young Speakers 
Competition on Wednesday 3rd August.  This was run by 
the Lions club and involved our Year 6 Student competing 
alongside St Joseph’s students at the Town Memorial Hall.  
Matthew won the competition! 

Online Speech Pathology sessions started last week for 
those K-2 students identified by the Telethon Team.  This 
fantastic innovative project has enabled our school 
families to access specialist assistance much sooner than 
is usually available. 

Mr Carl Carulli 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  

Year 5 to Year 7  
Term 3 seems to be almost flying by.  We 
have had a great start to the term with our 
upper primary classes settling into new 
classroom structures, with new friends and a 
new teacher for some. The students have taken this 

change in their stride and settled well into normal learning 
routines.  

Parent interviews were held in Week 2 and it was 
wonderful to see many parents taking the opportunity to 
have a chat with their child’s teachers about their progress 
at school this year.  If you were unable to attend and would 
like to discuss your child’s progress, please contact their 
teacher via Connect or the Front Office.  

Before the changes in our upper primary class structures 
our Year 5/6 class (Room 21) had been preparing for their 
assembly.  These students lead a fantastic assembly on the 
5th August. The mini play they performed focused on 
telling the story of the Gurindji strike using the lyrics of the 
song ‘From Little Things Big Things Grow’. The class 
performance was excellent and reminded us all the need 
to stand up for our rights. It was a great assembly. Well 
done all.  You can view this assembly on our Facebook 
page. 

Mr Gareth Smith 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  

Year 8 to Year 10 
September OLNA testing – Our Year 10 group 
are preparing for their 3 OLNA (Online 
Numeracy and Literacy Assessments). After 
round one of the Year 10 OLNA, the school has 
45% of the group passing all three components. Well done 
to the students and teachers for their efforts and I look 
forward to seeing this number grow after the second 
round of testing in September. 

Attending school every-day matters - The research is 
clear: Students who attend school regularly are able to 
learn more, have fewer discipline problems, develop 
better study habits and often are more successful than 
students who do not. Whilst COVID and the flu season 
have had an impact, I encourage every student to ensure 
they aim high and at least reach the 90% minimum 
attendance rate for the semester. 

Mr David Mattin 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

   

 

  



 
 

ASSEMBLY MERIT CERTIFICATES  
The following students received merits at our assemblies this term:  

 

ASPIRE UWA 
Aspire UWA came to Waroona District High School conducting fun activities for our students, who are often 

underrepresented in higher education. We hope to build academic capacity and spark student interest in opportunities 

students may not yet realise that the university can offer. During their 2 day visit, students from Year 4 to Year 10 

participated in various activities, which included Megalodon, Biomimicry, UniDiscovery, Find my future and Building 

Aspirations. These activities have inspired our secondary students to think harder about their futures after Year 10 and 

sparked the curious mind of our primary students. 

  

  

Year 1 Shelby Mabbott Tegan Waller   

Year 2 Ruby-Rose Johnson Alyce Dearing Misha Rico 
Cooper Rogowsky-
Groner 

Year 3 Zac-Si Paskin Keegan McDerment Katie Day Kacee Weil 

Year 4 Bayden Licciardello Holly Melling Jacob Griffiths  

Year 5 Sienna Pisconeri Tamzen McGregor   

Year 6 Hary Johnson Noah Geuer Jessica Stone  

Year 7 Sianna Dittmann Chloe Pich   

Year 8 
Kenzy Gibson (x2) 

Shaylene Brown 

Samantha Jackson 

Shaye Wright 
Murray Prosser Declan Clements 

Year 9 Callum McKenzie    

Year 10 Makkiah Dittmann Thomas Scott   



 
 

P&C UPDATE 

The canteen has launched its online ordering through 
quick cliq, www.quickcliq.com.au - Register your child or 
children, upload some credit and order away.  Please note 
that ordering will close at 7pm Thursday evenings, this 
allows us time to print orders and get ready for Friday. 
Cash orders are still welcomed and will be accepted 
Friday before school. The P&C appreciates the support of 
our little canteen, but we do ask that you are kind. Our 
canteen crew (like all of our P&C) are volunteers and can 
only get to school as fast as their kids allow but we aim to 
get the canteen opened at 8.30am. 

The Athletics Carnival will see the Early Learning sub-
committee hold their usual $1 table. Families from Kindy 
and Pre-Primary will be asked to donate some baked 

goods or contribute through a bake less cake sale. Please 
bring some change on the day to support our fundraising 
efforts as well as purchase a sausage sizzle from the 
Student Council.  

The Waroona Show gates roster is about to be organised 
– if you have a particular spot or would like to help us out 
for a 2 hour block, please get in touch through our 
Facebook page or email us 
waroonadhspandc@gmail.com 

The WDHS P&C thank our families for their on-going 
support. 

Gemma Lockyer 

WDHS P&C President

Junior and Senior registrations for the 2022/23 
season for Waroona Redbacks are now open. 

To register, visit: 
https://www.playhq.com/.../waroona.../e9f5ff36
/register 

Senior team registration forms are available by 
contacting waroonaredbacks@gmail.com or 
visiting Waroona Recreation & Aquatic Centre 

Registrations close 9 September. 

 

http://www.quickcliq.com.au/
mailto:waroonadhspandc@gmail.com
https://www.playhq.com/.../waroona.../e9f5ff36/register?fbclid=IwAR0zymOKVxseRxI5lEmbqKu17-RPFVc4McowcBsRJ7Y5QB4E8oMT7cpZkBw
https://www.playhq.com/.../waroona.../e9f5ff36/register?fbclid=IwAR0zymOKVxseRxI5lEmbqKu17-RPFVc4McowcBsRJ7Y5QB4E8oMT7cpZkBw


 
 

 



 
 

 


